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Period for Reply 
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WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 January 2006 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgments 

1. This office action is in response to the reply filed on 1/17/2006. 

2. The reply filed on 7/21/2006 as a petitions to withdraw the holding of 
abandonment has been dismissed as moot because the record fails to disclose that an 
abandonment has occurred in this application and that the response filed on 1/17/2006 
appears to have been appropriately handled in accordance to MPEP 508.03, as it is 
present in the file. 

3. The Examiner notes that this application had docketing issues that resulted in the 
amendment filed on 1/17/2006 to not be considered in a timely manner; however, at no 
time was the case abandoned. The issues have been resolved and the case has now 
been docketed to the current Examiner for continuation of prosecution. 

4. In the reply filed on 1/17/2006, the Applicant amended claims 1 and 9; added 
new claims 1 1 and 12; and amended the specification without entering new matter 

5. Thus, claims 1-12 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

6. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 2/1/2005 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

7. The claims are objected to because they include reference characters which are 
not enclosed within parentheses. 
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Reference characters corresponding to elements recited in the detailed 
description of the drawings and used in conjunction with the recitation of the same 
element or group of elements in the claims should be enclosed within parentheses so 
as to avoid confusion with other numbers or characters which may appear in the claims. 
See MPEP§ 608.01 (m). 

See claims 11 and 12, Ins 8 and 5 respectively. 

8. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 4, In 2 recited 
"the tat". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

10. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 1 recited the limitation "relative to the needle body" on 
In 22. The Examiner notes that the body (30) of the guide needle appears to be the 
needle body (30) and thus the body (30) cannot be locked relative to the needle body 
because they are the same element. The Examiner assumes the Applicant intended to 
recite the catheter body (10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

12. Claims 1. 2, 5. 6, 9, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mohammad IVIBBS (6379337). Mohammad MBBS discloses a safety 
catheter comprising: a catheter body (26) having an axial channel communicating with a 
sheath or cannula (15) for administration of fluids, a guide needle (1), insertable through 
the channel of the catheter body, into the sheath to guide it during insertion into the 
patient's body, and a guide needle body supporting said guide needle insertable inside 
the catheter body and provided with at least one seat (Fig 9, wherein a medical 
instrument can be considered to be a blood collection chamber) for coupling with 
medical instruments, characterized in that said body of the guide needle is mounted 
slidably inside the catheter body to be able to slide from a forward working position 
wherein the guide needle protrudes forward from the catheter body (Fig 13a, b; col 5, 
Ins 12-col 8, Ins 14) to a retracted safety position wherein the entire guide needle is 
protected inside the catheter body (Figs 13a, b; col 5, Ins 12-col 8, Ins 14), there being 
provided locking means (7, 8, 27b), disposed in said body of the guide needle, 
cooperating with complementary locking or stop means (20d, 20c) disposed in the 
catheter body, to lock the body of the guide needle respectively in said forward working 
position and in said retracted safety position, and the needle moving into the retracted 
safety position in a continuous movement under a pushing force of a spring means 
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(100); including a safety catheter in that said locking means comprises a pin and said 
complementary locking means provided in the catheter comprises two seats disposed at 
the front and at the rear to receive said pin when the body of the guide needle is 
situated respectively in said forward working position and in said retracted safety 
position (Fig 9; col 5, Ins 12-col 8, Ins 14);safety catheter that comprises guide means 
able to guide the axial sliding of said guide needle body inside catheter (20);safety 
catheter characterized in that said guide means comprise a longitudinal slot formed in 
the catheter body and ending in said front and rear seats to allow guided sliding of said 
pin in longitudinal slot (20); including a safety catheter comprising spring means 
disposed in catheter between abutment surface in front wall and said spring means 
being under compression, when guide needle body is in fonA/ard working position and 
being released when guide needle is in retracted safety position (100; col 5, Ins 12-col 
8, Ins 14; Figs 13a, b); the spring being compressed so that upon release the spring 
biases the catheter body and the guide needle body in opposite directions so that the 
guide member and the guide needle body retract with respect to the catheter body to 
dispose the guide needle in the retracted safety position, the entire guide needle being 
protected by the catheter body (100; col 5, Ins 12-col 8, Ins 14; Figs 13a, b). 

13, Claims 1-5, 8, 9, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Barker et al (6786875). Barker et a! discloses a safety catheter comprising: a catheter 
body (100) having an axial channel communicating with a sheath or cannula (130) for 
administration of fluids, a guide needle (165), insertable through the channel of the 
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catheter body, into the sheath to guide it during insertion into the patient's body, and a 
guide needle body supporting said guide needle insertable inside the catheter body and 
provided with at least one seat (Fig 4-5, 172) for coupling with medical instruments, 
characterized in that said body of the guide needle is mounted slidably inside the 
catheter body to be able to slide from a fon^/ard working position wherein the guide 
needle protrudes forward from the catheter body (Figs 6-7) to a retracted safety position 
wherein the entire guide needle is protected inside the catheter body (Figs 6-7), there 
being provided locking means (142), disposed in said body of the guide needle, 
cooperating with complementary locking or stop means (122, 150) disposed in the 
catheter body, to lock the body of the guide needle respectively in said forward working 
position and in said retracted safety position, and the needle moving into the retracted 
safety position in a continuous movement under a pushing force of a spring means 
(160); including a safety catheter in that said locking means comprises a pin and said 
complementary locking means provided in the catheter comprises two seats disposed at 
the front and at the rear to receive said pin when the body of the guide needle is 
situated respectively in said fonA/ard working position and in said retracted safety 
position (Figs 6-7; col 6, Ins 53-col 8, Ins 38); including said pin mounted on an elastic 
element connected to the guide needle body so as to be able to be squeezed manually 
by the operator, causing elastic yielding of said elastic element to disengage itself from 
said front seat of catheter when the guide needle is in said forward working position 
(143, 142; Figs 6-7, Figs 6-7; col 6, Ins 53-col 8, Ins 38);a safety catheter in that said 
elastic element supporting the pin consists of an elastic tongue defined by a U-shaped 
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cut in said guide needle body and disposed in a longitudinal seat formed in the guide 
needle body so as to be able to bend in said longitudinal seat (152; col 8, Ins 19- 
58);safety catheter that comprises guide means able to guide the axial sliding of said 
guide needle body inside catheter (Figs 6-7; col 6, Ins 53-col 8, Ins 38);including a 
complementary locking or stop means disposed in catheter with an elastic tongue in the 
rear of catheter where it's defined by U-shaped cut formed in body having a free end 
protruding inward to abut against surface formed in front of body of guide needle, where 
guide needle is in its retracted safety position (Figs 6-7; col 6, Ins 53-col 8, Ins 
38);including a safety catheter comprising spring means disposed in catheter between 
abutment surface in front wall and said spring means being under compression, when 
guide needle body is in forward working position and being released when guide needle 
is in retracted safety position (Figs 6-7; col 6, Ins 53-col 8, Ins 38); the spring being 
compressed so that upon release the spring biases the catheter body and the guide 
needle body in opposite directions so that the guide member and the guide needle body 
retract with respect to the catheter body to dispose the guide needle in the retracted 
safety position, the entire guide needle being protected by the catheter body (Figs 6-7; 
col 6, Ins 53-col 8. Ins 38). 

14. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
D'Amico (5279579). D'Amico discloses a safety catheter comprising: a catheter body 
(100, Fig 20-23) having an axial channel communicating with a sheath or cannula (102; 
Figs 20-23) for administration of fluids, a guide needle (Figs 20-23), insertable through 
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the channel of the catheter body, into the sheath to guide it during insertion into the 
patient's body, and a guide needle body supporting said guide needle insertable inside 
the catheter body and provided with at least one seat (Figs 20-23) for coupling with 
medical instruments, characterized in that said body of the guide needle is mounted 
slidably inside the catheter body to be able to slide from a forward working position 
wherein the guide needle protrudes fon/vard from the catheter body (Figs 20) to a 
retracted safety position wherein the entire guide needle is protected inside the catheter 
body (Figs 21), there being provided locking means (106), disposed in said body of the 
guide needle, cooperating with complementary locking or stop means (113,111) 
disposed in the catheter body, to lock the body of the guide needle respectively in said 
foHA/ard working position and in said retracted safety position, and the needle moving 
into the retracted safety position in a continuous movement under a pushing force of a 
spring means (109); including a safety catheter in that said locking means comprises a 
pin and said complementary locking means provided in the catheter comprises two 
seats disposed at the front and at the rear to receive said pin when the body of the 
guide needle is situated respectively in said fonvard working position and in said 
retracted safety position (Figs 20-23); including said pin mounted on an elastic element 
connected to the guide needle body so as to be able to be squeezed manually by the 
operator, causing elastic yielding of said elastic element to disengage itself from said 
front seat of catheter when the guide needle is in said fonA/ard working position (106; 
wherein the Examiner notes the pin (106) is the same as pin (76) - see Figs 15-19; col 
6, Ins 36-39);a safety catheter in that said elastic element supporting the pin consists of 
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an elastic tongue defined by a U-shaped cut in said guide needle body and disposed in 
a longitudinal seat formed in the guide needle body so as to be able to bend in said 
longitudinal seat (Figs 20-23; 108, 76);safety catheter that comprises guide means able 
to guide the axial sliding of said guide needle body inside catheter (104); safety catheter 
characterized in that said guide means comprise a longitudinal slot formed in the 
catheter body and ending in said front and rear seats to allow guided sliding of said pin 
in longitudinal slot(104);safety catheter where said front and rear seats are circular in 
shape with a slightly larger diameter than the width of said longitudinal slot and said pin 
comprises a cylindrical base part having a larger diameter than upper cylindrical part, 
diameter of said base of pin being smaller than diameter of said front and rear seats 
and greater than the width of slot and diameter of top part of pin being smaller than 
width of longitudinal slot (Figs 20-21 and 13-18);including a complementary locking or 
stop means disposed in catheter with an elastic tongue in the rear of catheter where it's 
defined by U-shaped cut formed in body having a free end protruding inward to abut 
against surface formed in front of body of guide needle, where guide needle is in its 
retracted safety position(Figs 20-23; col S, Ins 36-col 7, Ins14);including a safety 
catheter comprising spring means disposed in catheter between abutment surface in 
front wall and said spring means being under compression, when guide needle body is 
in forward working position and being released when guide needle is in retracted safety 
position (109; Figs 20-23; 60', Figs 16-17); including a spring means comprising spiral 
spring around a cylindrical tang in front of guide needle body so as to define said 
abutment surface of guide needle body and having a smaller diameter than the guide 
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needle body (109; Figs 20-23; 60', Figs 16-17); wlierein, the spring means comprises a 
spiral spring disposed around a cylindrical tang disposed in front of said guide needle 
body (109; Figs 20-23; 60\ Figs 16-17) so as to define said abutment surface of the 
guide needle body and having a smaller diameter than the guide needle body (109; Figs 
20-23; 60', Figs 16-17), the spring being compressed so that upon release the spring 
biases the catheter body and the guide needle body in opposite directions so that the 
guide member and the guide needle body retract with respect to the catheter body to 
dispose the guide needle in the retracted safety position, the entire guide needle being 
protected by the catheter body (109; Figs 20-23; 60', Figs 16-17). 

Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

16, Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fronn the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew M. Gilbert whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7216. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm Monday 
through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571)272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




